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The Decree of 19 April 1926 enacted that all organizations
aiming at the instruction of youth, training for arts and crafts
and professions, the physical, moral, and spiritual education, must
be dissolved, and no new organization might be set up. Excep-
tion was made for the associations connected with the O.X.B.
and for the Association of Young Catholic Italian Explorers.
Even this association, however, was not allowed to set up new
branches in towns with less than 20,000 inhabitants (unless they
were * county towns'); in any case, agreement must be reached
with the O.X.B. before any new section was founded.
The Administrative Regulation defined the power of the Prime
Minister in regard to the O.X.B. He was the * highest' super-
visor of this institution; in this capacity he had to give his
approval to the budgets and to all general financial decisions; he
could annul all measures taken by the Central Council and
Executive Committee. The voluntary character of the association
was re-stated; the applicants had, however, to obtain the approval
of their fathers. The "Technical and Disciplinary Regulation'
gave more details about the aims of the O.X.B., and sketched
the military organization of its members.
The O.X.B. aimed at giving young people (a) a strong sense of
military discipline and education, (b) pre-military instruction,
(c) gymnastic and sports instruction, (d) spiritual and cultural
education, (e) professional and technical instruction, and (/) reli-
gious assistance and education. Discipline lay in the respect arid
obedience due from the Balilla and Avanguardisti to their com-
manders and all people entrusted with their education; the
commanders in the O.X'.B. were to be considered as the * natural
instructors and educators*. The Balilla and Avanguardisti were
liable to several punishments, the severest being expulsion from
the organization. They had to give the Fascist salute to com-
manders of all ranks, all authorities, and the national flag, and
wear uniform during pre-military, gymnastic, and sports
exercises and training, and at all public ceremonies. At the age
of seventeen every Avanguardista became automatically enrolled
for the pre-military courses organized by the Command of the
Fascist Militia in agreement with the War Ministry. Gymnastics
and training in sports were given according to the curriculum of
the schools, and supplemented by excursions, camps, games, etc.
The O.X.B. was to set up schools and centres of study and propa-
ganda for the spiritual and cultural education of future Fascists;
Fascist doctrine was to be expounded to them in special courses.
Provincial and communal committees of the O.N.B. were to set
up professional schools for young members. Religious education
and assistance was to be secured through the appointment of a